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The ever-increasing organic waste in Malaysia is one of the major factors of the 
increase in Green House Gases (GHGs) emissions. Some of the organic wastes, 
however, can be utilized to produce biogas by anaerobic digestion (AD), which is a 
promising option for both energy and material recovery from organic wastes with high 
moisture content. This study was formulated to investigate the feasibility of tri-
digestion of three of the major organic wastes which are generated in huge quantities 
in Malaysia such as Sewage Sludge (SS), Palm Oil Mill Effluent (POME), and Food Waste 
(FW). Tri-digestion on mixture of these organic wastes was examined to establish a 
stable and balanced microbial community, which may be lacking in mono-digestion of 
a single organic waste, to improve biogas production. Batch anaerobic digestion 
experiment of selected samples was conducted for 33 days under mesophilic 
condition. The Anaerobic tri-digestion was evaluated and compared with anaerobic 
mono-digestion for the same samples at different mixing ratios. The experiments were 
designed in two groups A and B, at food to micro-organisms (F/M) ratios of 1 and 5, 
respectively. From the results obtained, tri-digestion of the wastes at 80:10:10 
(FW:POME:SS) proportion yielded the highest biogas production of 245.04 mL CH4/g-
COD at F/M ratio of 1, which was greater than the methane production in mono-
digestion of food waste at the same F/M ratio. In addition, tri-digestion showed better 
methane yield for all the samples at F/M= 1 compared to mono-digestion for an 
individual substrate. The results were significantly different at F/M=5 for POME and 
FW as the production of methane during the first half of the test period was not stable, 
compared to SS which showed consistency and stability at both F/M ratios.  From the 
results obtained, it is evident that tri-digestion of FW, POME and SS is an attractive 
option to be explored for improving biogas production by AD in Malaysia due to the 
abundance of these three organic wastes and the mesophilic conditions naturally 
available. 
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1. Introduction 
 
Solid waste management (SWM) is one of the major issues challenging development in South-

east Asia including Malaysia, where the generation of municipal solid waste (MSW) is increasing at 
an alarming rate due to growing population and urbanization which are attributed to the 
industrialization of the country towards the attainment of status as developed country by 2020 [8]. 
Consequently, the demand for energy has dramatically increased in the last two decades where 
annual energy demand per capita was estimated at 2,603 kWh/person/year, 3,656 kWh/person/year 
and 4,549 kWh/person/year in 2000, 2010 and 2016, respectively [18]. Figure 1 illustrates the 
variations in total energy demand in different sectors in Malaysia for the duration of 1996–2016.   

In line with the economic growth, the overall waste generation rate per capita increased from 
0.5 kg/person/day in 1985 to 1.76 kg/person/day in 2012, and is projected to reach 2.23 
kg/person/day by 2024 in large cities in Malaysia [35]. In addition, the waste composition changed 
and become more complex [20]. For example, the glass, plastic, and paper comprised about 34% of 
the waste generated per capita in 2005 compared to only 12% in 1975, while the percentage of 
food waste decreased [32]. A recent study showed that the MSW consisted of around 40% plastics 
waste, followed by food waste and papers at 38.2% and 21%, respectively [42]. This surpasses the 
capacity of the related authorities to properly manage the huge quantities of waste generated. 

In order to meet the needs of energy demand and the utilization of the huge quantities of wastes 
generated, Malaysia needs to look for renewable resources especially from sources such as solar 
energy and the utilization of the huge amounts of organic waste to produce biogas. 
 

 
Fig. 1. The variations in final energy demand in Malaysia for the duration 
of 1996–2016 [19] 

 
In Malaysia, the utilization of biomass resources to reduce the dependency on fossil fuels is taking 

place especially in the oil palm industry, which generates the most abundant biomass waste in 
Malaysia with a high potential for bioenergy production [6]. In addition, a wide range of biomass 
resources, which are high in organic contents, including waste from poultry farms, swine farms, dairy 
farms and sewage treatment plants are generated daily in huge quantities. Biogas from these sources 
is a valuable option and alternative to replace fossil fuels in electricity generation [24]. 

Globally, biogas produced by AD is considered as one of the most preferred methods to treat 
organic wastes to enhance energy production. AD also supports establishment of a sustainable waste 
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management system. Research on biogas production from organic wastes is comprehensive, and bio 
gasification technologies have been developed and adopted in many countries globally such as 
Poland [21], Italy [7], Norway [39] in Europe, the US [37] and Canada [40], Malaysia [1, 10] and 
Thailand [38]. 

AD of single waste stream is not very effective and unstable conditions can result due to 
accumulation of volatile fatty acids (VFA) [13] depending mainly on the characteristics of substrates. 
Moreover, organic waste such as sewage sludge has relatively low C/N ratio ranging from 6:1 to 13:1, 
and if digested alone, inhibition by ammonia may occur, which can result in process failure [30]. Thus, 
the combination of different feedstocks with different C/N ratios, such as one with C/N=10 and 
another with C/N=30, is desired to attain better overall C/N ratio, which is necessary to overcome 
the drawbacks of mono-digestion, and to improve biogas production [30]. In addition to the balance 
in C/N ratio, mixing of different feedstocks can supply additional essential micro-nutrients, enable 
increased organic loading rate and improve process stability [22,27], which ultimately improves 
biogas yield due to positive synergistic effects of the mixed co-substrates and diluting toxic 
compounds associated with a particular substrate (Brown and Li 2013, Álvarez, Otero, and Lema 
2010, Lo et al. 2010). Despite the attractive attempts to optimize anaerobic co-digestion (AcoD), 
several technological challenges associated with its implementation still persist. 

AcoD of various organic substrates has been widely examined to optimize biogas production and 
total solids reduction [25, 28]. Al Mamun and Torii [2] examined anaerobic tri-digestion of fruit, 
cafeteria and vegetable wastes at four mixing ratios. Wickham et al., [41] studied the co-digestion of 
sewage sludge and organic waste at different mixing ratios. Habiba et al., [15] reported that co-
digestion of fruit and vegetable wastes with activated sludge improved the efficiency compared with 
the mono-digestion of activated sludge. Tri- or multi-digestion will bring additional benefits to AD as 
it has economic value by minimizing equipment needs and maximizing organic loading capacity to 
co-digest multiple substrates [15, 29, 34]. Thus, the economic viability of co-digestion can be 
significantly enhanced, allowing the diversion of agro-industrial wastes from disposal by landfill, 
which leads to decreasing GHGs emissions while recovering biogas as energy source [17], achieving 
sustainable waste management practices [11, 23].      

By considering present situation of AD of organic wastes in Malaysia, there is lack of studies which 
consider variations in F/M ratio in mono-digestion and co-digestion of POME, SS, and FW. To this 
regard, the major novelty of this study, was the anaerobic tri-digestion with three substrates. The 
combination of these three wastes has not been studied before in anaerobic digestion. The 
evaluation of such anaerobic digestion system is important, considering that it would contribute to 
the knowledge, management, and utilization of these waste materials. Hence, this study has been 
designed to determine the individual Bio-methane Potential (BMP) of three different organic wastes, 
which are generated in large quantities in Malaysia; namely Food Waste (FW), Palm Oil Mill Effluent 
(POME) and Sewage Sludge (SS). The main aim of the study was to investigate the BMP of the selected 
substrates under mono and tri-digestion conditions at two different F/M ratios. To provide proof of 
concept and identify FW: POME: SS ratios that are promising for further analysis, several biochemical 
parameters were measured for the purpose of experimental design and set-up.  The rationale is to 
maximize biogas production by mixing different substrates. It seeks to convey sufficient technical 
details to make results fruitful for further studies. 
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2. Methodology  
2.1 Inoculum and Substrates Collection and Preparation 
 

FW was collected from the food canteen of Malaysia-Japan International Institute of Technology 
(MJIIT), University Teknologi Malaysia - Kuala Lumpur Campus. FW was sampled according to the 
method by la Cour Jansen et al., [16]. SS was collected as thickened secondary sewage sludge from 
the gravity settling tank from Bunus STP Indah Water Konsortium in Kuala Lumpur. Raw POME was 
collected from Seri Ulu Langat Palm Oil Mill Sdn Bhd processing plant in Dengkil, Selangor.  All the 
samples were kept in plastic containers while being transferred to the lab. Before storing them in 
refrigerator at 4℃, the samples were allowed to cool down to room temperature, and analysis for 
chemical characteristics was conducted.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Inoculum was collected from a mesophilic anaerobic digester operating at 30-31⁰C, and treating 
a mixture of primary and secondary sewage sludge in Bunus STP Indah Water Konsortium in Kuala 
Lumpur. The inoculum was transferred and kept at 31⁰C in a general incubator for degassing for 5 
days to avoid Volatile Solids (VS) influence on the BMP tests. Inoculum was then sieved through a 2 
mm sieve to remove any large particles before transferring it to serum bottles for BMP assays. 
 
2.2 Analytical Methods 
 

All analytical tests were performed in triplicates. The parameters determined in this test were 
Total Chemical Oxygen Demand (T-COD) and Soluble Chemical Oxygen Demand (S-COD) which were 
determined by Hach Method (Reactor Digestion Method No.: 8000, Hach, USA) using HR (20-
1,500mg/L) and HR+ (200-15,000 mg/L) vials. The readings for T-COD and S-COD were taken using 
DR6000 Spectrometer (Hach USA). Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD5) was determined according 
to Standard Methods [5] and the initial and final readings were measured using a DO meter (Model 
5000, YSI, USA). pH was determined by an ion meter (MM374, Hach, USA). Total Solids (TS) and 
Volatile Solids (VS) were determined according to Standard Methods [5]. Oil and Grease (O and G) 
was measured by extraction method using SPE-DEX 4790 Extractor System (Horizon Technology, 
USA). Ammonia nitrogen (NH3-N) was determined by High Range Ammonia (0-50 mg/L N) reagents 
and DR6000 (Hach, USA). Phosphorous was determined by High Range Total Phosphate (0-100 mg/L 
PO4

3−) reagents (Hach, USA). 
 
2.3 Experimental Set-up  
2.3.1 Batch assays 
 

The samples were prepared in two groups, A and B, with different substrates mixing ratios. Two 
F/M ratios of 1 and 5 were used for group A and B, respectively. Each group consisted of six samples. 
For each sample and the inoculum (blank control), the test was run in triplicates in 250 mL serum 
bottles. Pre-determined amounts of substrates (as shown in Table 1) were added to each of the 
bottles pre-filled with 100 mL of inoculum to obtain an initial organic loading of  383.31 mg-COD/L 
and 1916.54 mg-COD/L for groups A and B, respectively, and a final volume of 200 mL as shown in 
Table 2.  In the control bottles, distilled water was added to the inoculum to observe the endogenous 
methane production of the inoculum. It was assumed that sufficient micro-nutrients were present in 
the substrates, therefore no micro-nutrients nor pH buffer were added to the samples. All bottles 
were flushed with nitrogen at 0.2 ml/min for 4 minutes before capping them with butyl rubber septa 
and sealing them with aluminum caps to maintain anaerobic conditions. Bottles were manually 
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stirred every day during the BMP test period. The bottles were kept in a general incubator (HI-162, 
China) at 37 ± 1 ℃. 

In Table 1, characteristics of the substrates and the starting mixtures for each experimental ratio 
are shown. Although the initial pH of POME and FW alone were lower than 5 as shown in Table 3, the 
pH for the combined mixtures for all samples exceeded 7, except the mixtures for samples A5 and B5 
where 80% (COD) of their substrates consisted of POME which has low pH, but they were still within 
the recommended range for AD [31]. 

 
Table 1 
Index for substrates ratios for blank, mono-digestion and tri-digestion samples 
Digestion Type Substrate Composition (% COD) Group A Group B 

Sample pH Sample pH 

Blank    Inoculum (100%) Blank 7.42 Blank 7.42 

Mono-digestion FW (100%) A1 7.38 B1 7.25 

POME (100%) A2 7.21 B2 7.10 

SS (100%) A3 7.38 B3 7.25 

Tri-digestion FW-POME-SS (10%-10%-80%) A4 7.35 B4 7.15 

FW-POME-SS (10%-80%-10%) A5 6.95 B5 6.80 

FW-POME-SS (80%-10%-10%) A6 7.17 B6 7.11 

 
Table 2 
Index for substrates ratio for blank, mono-digestion and tri-
digestion samples 
Parameter Unit Value  

Series A Series B 

F/M Ratio mg COD/mg VSS 1.00 5.00 
T-COD (substrate)  mg/L 2556.67 12783.33 
Total Mixture Volume  mL 200.00 200.00 
Inoculum VSS  mg/L 2557.00 2557.00 

 
2.4 BMP Data Harvesting and Evaluation 
 

Biogas production was measured as pressure built up in bottle headspace, using digital 
differential pressure gauge (SIKA, M.C., Germany). Biogas composition was analyzed using Micro GC-
TCD (Agilent Technologies, USA) with a carrier gas of Nitrogen and Argon. Figure 2 shows the 
apparatus set-up for biogas analysis.  The bottles were put in water bath at 37 ± 1 ℃ while taking 
pressure readings and gas phase analysis by the micro-GC to keep the temperature of bottles 
unchanged.   

Biogas volume and methane volume were calculated based on standards temperature and 
pressure conditions (STP; 101.3 kPa and 0 °C) using Eq. (1), (2) and (3). 
 
𝑃𝑇 = 𝑃𝑖 + 𝑃𝑎𝑡𝑚             (1) 
 

 𝑉𝐵 = (
𝑃𝑇

𝑃𝑎𝑡𝑚
 𝑋  𝑉𝐻) − 𝑉𝐻                 (2) 

 
where, 𝑃𝑇  is the total pressure, 𝑃𝑖   is the pressure measured in the bottle head space, 𝑃𝑎𝑡𝑚 is the 
actual atmospheric pressure (all in kPa), 𝑉𝐵 is the volume total biogas produced and 𝑉𝐻 is the volume 
of the bottle head space (all in mL). 

The methane yield in (L·g-1-CODadded) was calculated as volume of methane produced per g of 
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COD loaded into the bottles, and methane yield of the negative control was subtracted [4, 9, 36] 
according to Eq. (3) and (4) below. 

 

𝑌𝑁𝐶 =
𝐶𝐻4%  𝑋  𝑉𝐶

𝐶𝑂𝐷𝑎𝑑𝑑𝑒𝑑
               (3) 

 

𝑌 =
𝐶𝐻4%  𝑋  𝑉𝐵

𝐶𝑂𝐷𝑎𝑑𝑑𝑒𝑑
 - 𝑌𝑁𝐶               (4) 

 
where, 𝑌𝑁𝐶  is the methane yield from the biogas produced from control samples, Y is the methane 
yield (L·g-1-CODadded), CH4% is headspace methane concentration in percentage in gas phase of serum 
bottle,  𝑉𝐶  is the gas volume of the control sample, CODadded is the initial mass of COD added to the 
bottle and 𝑉𝑁𝐶 is the methane yield of negative control (L·g-1-CODadded). Assuming the amount of 
solubility of methane is negligible at 37℃. The experiment was terminated after 33 days of biogas 
production when less than 5 mL of the total CH4 was produced over a day. 

For statistical significance, average readings from triplicate values were taken as the results. The 
standard error bars were plotted based on results from triplicates using Microsoft Excel.   
  

 
Fig. 2. Experimental setup during gas analysis 

 
3. Results  
3.1 Characteristics of  Substrates and Inoculum 
 

The characteristics of substrates and inoculum are shown in Table 3. Based on the analysis, FW 
has higher TS and VS compared to POME and SS. In addition, FW and POME showed higher values 
for BOD compared with SS which has lower BOD value compared to its T-COD value. This indicates 
that FW and POME have higher biodegradability than SS.  Table 4 shows the C/N ratios for the 
substrates. The C/N ratio of POME was determined to be 22.22, while for FW and SS were 9.58 and 
5.58, respectively. The variations between the C/N ratios for the three substrates provides a good 
mix when co-digesting these wastes to enhance the anaerobic microorganism community. Low C/N 
ratios increase methane production [30], while high ratios may cause a decline in the energy and 
structural metabolism of the microorganisms [12]. 
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Table 3 
Physiochemical Characteristics of substrates 
Parameter Unit Inoculum POME FW SS 

pH - 7.62 4.71 4.33 6.11 
Biochemical Oxygen 
Demand (BOD) 

mg/L - 38409.29   274274.91 2216.85 

Total Chemical Oxygen 
Demand (T-COD) 

mg/L - 109633.30 444555.00 17333.33 

Soluble Chemical Oxygen 
Demand (S-COD) 

mg/L - 51533.33 61300 3133.333 

Nitrogen Ammonia (N-
NH3) 

mg/L - 53.33 166.6667 113.33 

Phosphorus (P) mg/L - 686.44 10272.15 148.92 

Total Solids (TS) mg/L 4420.00 84626.67 419513.3 12820.00 

Volatile Solids (VS) mg/L 3675.00 66565.00 80253.33 10103.33 

Oil and Grease mg/L - 3370.00 48400.00 900.00 

   
  Table 4 
  CHNO analysis for POME, Sewage Sludge, and Food Waste 

Sample C % H % N % O % C/N 

POME  
(Palm Oil Mill Eff.) 

39.43 8.23 1.57 37.54 22.22 

SS (Sewage Sludge) 31.73 7.73 5.69 28.69 5.58 

FW (Food Waste) 44.73 6.16 4.67 28.61 9.58 

 
3.2 Methane Yield 
3.2.1 Mono-digestion 
 

The mono-digestion of substrates was carried out to investigate the BMP of FW, POME, and SS at 
different F/M ratios (1 and 5).  The cumulative and the daily biogas yields during the anaerobic mono-
digestion are shown in Figure 3(a)-(d).  The tests were run for 33 days until little or no biogas 
production was observed. The results presented are the average net methane yield from the  

As shown in Figure 3(a) and Figure 4(c), the highest methane production was from FW at 245.04 
mL CH4/g-COD, and 265.18 mL CH4/g-COD at F/M ratios 1 and 5, respectively. Of the three substrates 
tested, FW produced the highest amount of methane. It is observed that, although the organic 
loading for group B substrates for FW was 5 times higher than the organic loading of group A, the 
increase in methane production over the same period was very little. It is shown by Figure 3(a)-(d) 
that for group A substrates, the methane production was high in the first few days, before starting 
decreasing as organic matter degraded with time. Therefore, when viewing the methane production 
profile in an accumulative curve, it shows normal biogas production trends. By comparing this trend 
with the substrates from group B, in the first days FW produced less methane, and methane 
production was not stable and kept fluctuating till the middle of the test period. At that point, enough 
TS had been destroyed; hence a convenient environment for anaerobic digestion methanogenesis 
bacteria to produce methane. Thus, methane production by FW reached its peak after 23 days 
instead of the beginning of the test. This behavior is due to the higher organic loading for group B 
samples.  

POME followed a similar trend to that of FW for methane production. The difference is that FW 
was more biodegradable than POME, thus the hydrolysis stage proceeded faster than POME. It is 
obvious from the daily production curves that methane production from POME at F/M ratio of 5 was 
not stable in the first half of the total test period. Until sufficient destruction for its organic content 
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was achieved, the methane production again reached a peak on day 14, followed by a gradual 
decrease till no more methane was produced. The production of methane from POME could be 
enhanced by enzymatic pretreatment to improve the hydrolysis by converting complex substances 
in the POME into monomers towards better biogas production [43]. 

Differently, the methane production from SS was the lowest and the most stable compared to 
the trends followed by FW and POME. Methane production from SS reached its peak on the third day 
for both samples in in both groups A and B, and then the production decreased as the test proceeded. 
Since SS substrates have the lowest biodegradability compared to FW and POME, methane yield was 
the lowest at 110.81 mL CH4/ g-COD, and 96.79 mL CH4/g-COD at F/M ratios 1 and 5, respectively. As 
can be observed from Figure 3(d) for the daily methane production from SS at F/M ratio of 5, the 
production was higher than that of POME and FW in the first few days, and this shows that SS is less 
sensitive to overloading compared to FW and POME. 

 

 
Fig. 3. (a) Cumulative methane production for mono-digestion at F/M =1 

 

 

 
Fig. 3. (b) Daily methane production for mono-digestion at F/M =1 
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Fig. 3. (c) Cumulative methane production for mono-digestion at F/M =5 

 

 
Fig. 3. (d) Daily methane production for mono-digestion at F/M =5 

 

3.2.2 Tri-digestion 
 

Figure 4(a)-(d) shows the accumulative and daily production of methane by the anaerobic tri-
digestion of POME, FW, and SS. From the samples tested, sample A4 produced the highest methane 
yield compared to other substrates compositions and F/M ratios. Although, 80% (COD) of the sample 
consisted of FW, the trend of methane production in tri-digestion did not agree with the one 
observed by mono-digestion. In mono-digestion, methane yield from FW with high F/M ratio was 
higher than that of the lower ratio. But in tri-digestion, co-digesting FW with other co-substrates 
resulted in better yields in both scenarios (F/M ratios). 

 
3.2.2.1 Food waste as a main substrate 
 

In tri-digestion, when digesting FW with other co-substrates, the methane yield was 245.77 mL 
CH4/g-COD at F/M=1 compared to 226.91 mL CH4/g-COD produced by the same substrate at 
F/M=5. By comparing between mono-digestion and Tri-digestion of FW, in mono-digestion FW 
produced methane yield of 245.04 mL CH4/g-COD at F/M=1 compared to 265.19 mL CH4/g-COD 
produced by the same substrate at F/M=5. The results for FW were mixed, and did not follow a 
specific trend, but the observable point is that tri-digestion at lower F/M ratio showed little 
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improvement. Although this improvement is very small, it tells that digesting FW with other co-
substrates is a better option than mono-digestion. This is because mixing substrates with different 
C/N ratios enhances the microorganism’s community, thus providing nutrients which would lack in 
mono-digestion otherwise. Optimum C/N ratios stabilize food waste conversion pathways through 
anaerobic digestion and composting [44].  
 
3.2.2.2 POME as a main substrate 
 

When POME was mixed with other co-substrates, the methane yield was 186.03 mL CH4/g-COD 
compared to 178.43 mL CH4/g-COD from mono-digestion at F/M=1. This result agrees with the trend 
observed in Tri-digestion of FW with other co-substrates at F/M=1. The results show improvement 
for methane yield at low F/M ratio in tri-digestion compared to mono-digestion. Again, at higher F/M 
ratio, the results were mixed. The trends in the daily methane production was fluctuating during the 
first half of the test period. Until enough destruction for substrates was achieved, the daily 
production reached a peak and then started decreasing gradually.  This is due to the overloading 
caused by high F/M ratio. Figure 4(c) and 4(d) shows similar methane production trends for POME 
and FW at high F/M ratios. Both substrates under both conditions (mono-digestion and tri-digestion) 
produced less methane in the first half of the total test period, before reaching a peak in the second 
half of the test period. This is due to inhibition by high loading rates. 

 
3.2.2.3 Sewage sludge as a main substrate 
 

For SS, the trend in both mono-digestion and tri-digestion was similar. Methane yield decreased 
with increasing F/M ratio, and the co-digestion of SS with other substrates improved the methane 
yield compared with mon-digestion. This agrees with the results from tr-digestion of POME and FW 
as main substrates. In all samples observed, the tri-digestion showed better results than mono-
digestion. The overall results for methane production from SS was consistent at both F/M ratios. 
Methane yield improved from 110.81 mL CH4/g-COD in mono-digestion to 132.87 mL in tri-digestion 
at F/M=1, and increased from 96.79 mL CH4/g-COD in mono-digestion to 118.98 mL CH4/g-COD  in 
tri-digestion at F/M=5. One distinct trend that occurred in SS but did not occur in FW and POME was 
its stability during the BMP test. Although FW and POME were mixed as co-substrates with SS, which 
are known from the results to have unstable methane production trend in the first half of the test 
period, methane production from SS remained stable throughout the production period. When three 
substrates were mixed, a more balanced C/N ratio was achieved and the methane production 
improved more by adding these co-substrates at a ratio of FW: POME: SS (10:10:80). 

Overall, anaerobic tri- digestion improved the methane production rate for all samples, with all 
samples having a single peak and the methane production stabilized within 30 days of digestion. 
When substrates were digested at high F/M ratio, the lag phase observed was higher than the lag 
phase for each substrate at lower F/M ratio.   
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Fig. 4. (a) Cumulative methane production for tri-digestion at F/M =1 

 
 

 
Fig. 4. (b) Daily methane production for tri-digestion at F/M =1 

 
 

 
Fig. 4. (c) Cumulative methane production for tri-digestion at F/M =5 
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Fig. 4. (d) Daily methane production for tri-digestion at F/M =5 

 
3.3 Effect of F/M Ratio on Methane Yield 
 

The effect of increasing the F/M ratio was obvious on samples of both groups A and B. Increasing 
the F/M ratio by 5 times decreased methane production compared with the production at F/M=1. 
This is attributed to the inhibition of the anaerobic system because of organic overloading. This high 
organic loading resulted in excessive production and thus a build-up of volatile fatty acids [33]. For 
FW, it was observed that methane yields from substrates with higher F/M ration was higher 
compared to the substrates with lower F/M ratio in terms of the methane volume. Although the 
difference in ratio was significant between the substrates for FW from group A and group B, the 
methane yield for the substrate with higher F/M ration was only greater by about 20 mL CH4/g-COD.  

When comparing methane yield of all three substrates by mono-digestion at F/M=1, FW has 
better methane yield, and this is due to the higher biodegradability of FW compared to POME and 
SS, which enabled its substrates to produce more methane. Similarly, at F/M=2, FW produced more 
methane than POME and SS. Although, it was not stable in the first half or the test period, it reached 
a peak in the second half and became more stable. 

It is observed that SS and POME had different trends than FW when increasing their F/M to 5. It 
was observed that methane yield decreased as organic load increased. This is because archaea were 
unable to degrade high quantities of food, which led to inhibition by higher organic loads. As depicted 
in Figure 3(a)-(d), it was observed that the mono-digestion of POME at F/M=1 produced 186.03 mL 
CH4/g-COD compared to 176.77 mL CH4/g-COD produced by the same substrate at F/M=5. Similarly, 
110.81 mL CH4/g-COD was produced by SS at F/M=1 compared to the production of 96.79 mL CH4/g-
COD by the same substrate at F/M=5. 

In tri-digestion, a similar trend was observed. By increasing F/M ratio, methane production 
decreased in all samples except in B1 and B4 where the quantity of FW dominated in the substrate. 
This is attributed to the higher biodegradability of FW compared to other substrates. 
 
4. Conclusions 
 

The study aimed at investigating the BMP of POME, FW and SS under anaerobic mono- and tri-
digestion conditions at two different F/M ratios. POME, FW and SS have variations in their 
biodegradability physiochemical characteristics which proved to enhance methane yields when 
substrates are mixed in anaerobic digestion. Anaerobic tri-digestion of organic wastes is beneficial 
not only for improving process performance but also enhancing the methane as it balances the C/N 
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ratio in the reactors. The optimum condition for the anaerobic tri-digestion of the wastes tested was 
observed at a F/M ratio of 1 and substrates mixture at 80:10:10 (FW: POME: SS). From the results, it 
was observed that increasing the F/M ratio by 5 times decreases methane production due to organic 
overloading. This study contributes to the knowledge concerning the understanding of anaerobic tri-
digestion of multiple wastes and provides crucial data concerning the characteristics of POME, SS, 
and FW and their potentials as energy source in Malaysia. 
 
Acknowledgement 
This work was supported by Pagoh Project: Sub-Critical Water Waste Management Solutions 
K4S0000.7848.4L170. 
 
References   
[1] Abdeshahian, Peyman, Jeng Shiun Lim, Wai Shin Ho, Haslenda Hashim, and Chew Tin Lee. "Potential of biogas 

production from farm animal waste in Malaysia." Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews 60 (2016): 714-723. 
[2] Al Mamun, Muhammad Rashed, and Shuichi Torii. "Production of Biomethane from Cafeteria, Vegetable and Fruit 

Wastes by Anaerobic Co digestion Process." Journal of Advanced Agricultural Technologies 1, no. 2 (2014). 
[3] Álvarez, J. A., L. Otero, and J. M. Lema. "A methodology for optimising feed composition for anaerobic co-digestion 

of agro-industrial wastes." Bioresource technology 101, no. 4 (2010): 1153-1158. 
[4] Angelidaki, Irini, Madalena Alves, David Bolzonella, Liliana Borzacconi, J. L. Campos, A. J. Guwy, Sergey Kalyuzhnyi, 

Pavel Jenicek, and J. B. Van Lier. "Defining the biomethane potential (BMP) of solid organic wastes and energy 
crops: a proposed protocol for batch assays." Water science and technology 59, no. 5 (2009): 927-934. 

[5] APHA–American Public Health Association. "Standard methods for the examination of water and wastewater. 
Washington, DC: American Public Health Association, 2012. On-Site Electricity Generation." Energy and Fuels 30, 
no. 3 (2016): 1849-1857. 

[6] Aziz, Nur Izzah Hamna A., Marlia M. Hanafiah, and Shabbir H. Gheewala. "A review on life cycle assessment of 
biogas production: Challenges and future perspectives in Malaysia." Biomass and Bioenergy 122 (2019): 361-374. 

[7] Bacenetti, Jacopo, Marco Negri, Marco Fiala, and Sara González-García. "Anaerobic digestion of different 
feedstocks: impact on energetic and environmental balances of biogas process." Science of the Total Environment 
463 (2013): 541-551. 

[8] Basri, Nor Afifah, Ahmad Termizi Ramli, and Abubakar Sadiq Aliyu. "Malaysia energy strategy towards 
sustainability: a panoramic overview of the benefits and challenges." Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews 
42 (2015): 1094-1105. 

[9] Brown, Dan, and Yebo Li. "Solid state anaerobic co-digestion of yard waste and food waste for biogas production." 
Bioresource technology 127 (2013): 275-280. 

[10] Chin, May Ji, Phaik Eong Poh, Beng Ti Tey, Eng Seng Chan, and Kit Ling Chin. "Biogas from palm oil mill effluent 
(POME): Opportunities and challenges from Malaysia's perspective." Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews 
26 (2013): 717-726. 

[11] De Luca, Anna Irene, Nathalie Iofrida, Pekka Leskinen, Teodora Stillitano, Giacomo Falcone, Alfio Strano, and 
Giovanni Gulisano. "Life cycle tools combined with multi-criteria and participatory methods for agricultural 
sustainability: Insights from a systematic and critical review." Science of the Total Environment 595 (2017): 352-
370. 

[12] Deublein, Dieter, and Angelika Steinhauser. Biogas from waste and renewable resources: an introduction. Wiley-
VCH Verlag GmbH and Co. KGaA, 2008. 

[13] Garcia-Peña, Elvia Ines, P. Parameswaran, D. W. Kang, M. Canul-Chan, and Rosa Krajmalnik-Brown. "Anaerobic 
digestion and co-digestion processes of vegetable and fruit residues: process and microbial ecology." Bioresource 
Technology 102, no. 20 (2011): 9447-9455. 

[14] Gou, Chengliu, Zhaohui Yang, Jing Huang, Huiling Wang, Haiyin Xu, and Like Wang. "Effects of temperature and 
organic loading rate on the performance and microbial community of anaerobic co-digestion of waste activated 
sludge and food waste." Chemosphere 105 (2014): 146-151. 

[15] Habiba, Lahdheb, Bouallagui Hassib, and Hamdi Moktar. "Improvement of activated sludge stabilisation and 
filterability during anaerobic digestion by fruit and vegetable waste addition." Bioresource technology 100, no. 4 
(2009): 1555-1560. 



Journal of Advanced Research in Fluid Mechanics and Thermal Sciences 

Volume 61, Issue 2 (2019) 155-169 

168 
 

[16] Hansen, Trine L., Jens Ejbye Schmidt, Irini Angelidaki, Emilia Marca, Jes la Cour Jansen, Hans Mosbæk, and Thomas 
H. Christensen. "Method for determination of methane potentials of solid organic waste." Waste management 24, 
no. 4 (2004): 393-400. 

[17] Holm-Nielsen, Jens Bo, Teodorita Al Seadi, and Piotr Oleskowicz-Popiel. "The future of anaerobic digestion and 
biogas utilization." Bioresource technology 100, no. 22 (2009): 5478-5484. 

[18] Hub, Malaysia Energy Information. 2019a. accessed 28 January http://meih.st.gov.my/statistics. 
[19] Hub, Malaysia energy information. 2019b. "Energy Indicator." accessed 6 July https://meih.st.gov.my/statistics. 
[20] Idris, Azni, Bulent Inanc, and Mohd Nassir Hassan. "Overview of waste disposal and landfills/dumps in Asian 

countries." Journal of material cycles and waste management 6, no. 2 (2004): 104-110. 
[21] Igliński, Bartłomiej, Roman Buczkowski, and Marcin Cichosz. "Biogas production in Poland—Current state, 

potential and perspectives." Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews 50 (2015): 686-695. 
[22] Khalid, Azeem, Muhammad Arshad, Muzammil Anjum, Tariq Mahmood, and Lorna Dawson. "The anaerobic 

digestion of solid organic waste." Waste management 31, no. 8 (2011): 1737-1744. 
[23] Kim, Mi-Hyung, and Jung-Wk Kim. "Comparison through a LCA evaluation analysis of food waste disposal options 

from the perspective of global warming and resource recovery." Science of the total environment 408, no. 19 
(2010): 3998-4006. 

[24] Kumaran, Palanisamy, David Hephzibah, Ranganathan Sivasankari, Normanbay Saifuddin, and Abd Halim 
Shamsuddin. "A review on industrial scale anaerobic digestion systems deployment in Malaysia: Opportunities and 
challenges." Renewable and sustainable energy reviews 56 (2016): 929-940. 

[25] Liu, Kai, Yue-Qin Tang, Toru Matsui, Shigeru Morimura, Xiao-Lei Wu, and Kenji Kida. "Thermophilic anaerobic co-
digestion of garbage, screened swine and dairy cattle manure." Journal of bioscience and bioengineering 107, no. 
1 (2009): 54-60. 

[26] Lo, H. M., T. A. Kurniawan, M. E. T. Sillanpää, T. Y. Pai, C. F. Chiang, K. P. Chao, M. H. Liu ,SH Chuang, CJ Banks, and 
SC Wang. "Modeling biogas production from organic fraction of MSW co-digested with MSWI ashes in anaerobic 
bioreactors." Bioresource Technology 101, no. 16 (2010): 6329-6335. 

[27] Mata-Alvarez, Joan, Joan Dosta, Sandra Macé, and Sergi Astals. "Codigestion of solid wastes: a review of its uses 
and perspectives including modeling." Critical reviews in biotechnology 31, no. 2 (2011): 99-111. 

[28] Mata-Alvarez, Joan, Joan Dosta, M. S. Romero-Güiza, Xavier Fonoll, M. Peces, and Sergi Astals. "A critical review 
on anaerobic co-digestion achievements between 2010 and 2013." Renewable and sustainable energy reviews 36 
(2014): 412-427. 

[29] Mata-Alvarez, Joan, S. Mace, and P. Llabres. "Anaerobic digestion of organic solid wastes. An overview of research 
achievements and perspectives." Bioresource technology 74, no. 1 (2000): 3-16. 

[30] Orhorhoro, E. K., O. W. Orhorhoro, and Patrick O. Ebunilo. "Analysis of the effect of carbon/nitrogen (C/N) ratio 
on the performance of biogas yields for non-uniform multiple feed stock availability and composition in Nigeria." 
International Journal of Innovative Science, Engineering and Technology 3, no. 5 (2016): 119-126. 

[31] Parkin, Gene F., and William F. Owen. "Fundamentals of anaerobic digestion of wastewater sludges." Journal of 
environmental engineering 112, no. 5 (1986): 867-920. 

[32] Periathamby, Agamuthu, Fauziah Shahul Hamid, and Kahlil Khidzir. "Evolution of solid waste management in 
Malaysia: impacts and implications of the solid waste bill, 2007." Journal of material cycles and waste management 
11, no. 2 (2009): 96-103. 

[33] Procházka, Jindřich, Petr Dolejš, Josef Máca, and Michal Dohányos. "Stability and inhibition of anaerobic processes 
caused by insufficiency or excess of ammonia nitrogen." Applied microbiology and biotechnology 93, no. 1 (2012): 
439-447. 

[34] Rughoonundun, Hema, Romeela Mohee, and Mark T. Holtzapple. "Influence of carbon-to-nitrogen ratio on the 
mixed-acid fermentation of wastewater sludge and pretreated bagasse." Bioresource technology 112 (2012): 91-
97. 

[35] Saeed, Mohamed Osman, Mohd Nasir Hassan, and M. Abdul Mujeebu. "Assessment of municipal solid waste 
generation and recyclable materials potential in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia." Waste management 29, no. 7 (2009): 
2209-2213. 

[36] Sahito, Abdul Razaque, Rasool Bux Mahar, and Farooq Ahmed. "Effect of buffalo dung to the water ratio on 
production of methane through anaerobic digestion." Mehran University Research Journal of Engineering and 
Technology 33, no. 2 (2014). 

[37] Shen, Yanwen, Jessica L. Linville, Meltem Urgun-Demirtas, Marianne M. Mintz, and Seth W. Snyder. "An overview 
of biogas production and utilization at full-scale wastewater treatment plants (WWTPs) in the United States: 
challenges and opportunities towards energy-neutral WWTPs." Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews 50 
(2015): 346-362. 

http://meih.st.gov.my/statistics
https://meih.st.gov.my/statistics


Journal of Advanced Research in Fluid Mechanics and Thermal Sciences 

Volume 61, Issue 2 (2019) 155-169 

169 
 

[38] Tonrangklang, Pennapa, Apichit Therdyothin, and Itthichai Preechawuttipong. "Overview of Biogas Production 
Potential from Industry Sector to Produce Compressed Bio-methane Gas in Thailand." Energy Procedia 138 (2017): 
919-924. 

[39] Venkatesh, G., and Rashid Abdi Elmi. "Economic–environmental analysis of handling biogas from sewage sludge 
digesters in WWTPs (wastewater treatment plants) for energy recovery: Case study of Bekkelaget WWTP in Oslo 
(Norway)." Energy 58 (2013): 220-235. 

[40] White, Andrew J., Donald W. Kirk, and John W. Graydon. "Analysis of small-scale biogas utilization systems on 
Ontario cattle farms." Renewable Energy 36, no. 3 (2011): 1019-1025. 

[41] Wickham, Richard, Brendan Galway, Heriberto Bustamante, and Long D. Nghiem. "Biomethane potential 
evaluation of co-digestion of sewage sludge and organic wastes." International Biodeterioration and 
Biodegradation 113 (2016): 3-8. 

[42]  Edward Hingha Foday Jr, Nurul As’shikin Ramli, Hairu Nabilah Ismail, Nulhazwany Abdul Malik, Hazlami Fikri Basri, 
Fatihah Syahirah Abdul Aziz, Nurul Sakinah M. Nor, Fairoz Jumhat. “Municipal solid waste characteristics in Taman 
Universiti, Skudai, Johore, Malaysia.” Journal of Advanced Research Design 38 (2017): 13-20. 

[43]  MS Tajul Islam, Md. Zahangir Alam, Abdullah Al-Mamun, Amal A Elgharbawy, Fatimah A Riyadi. “Development of 
Enzymatic Pretreatment of Palm Oil Mill Effluent for Monomers towards Biogas Production.” Journal of Advanced 
Research in Materials Science 38 (2017): 39 – 44. 

[44]  Siti Noor Baya Khaib, Irnis Azura Zakarya, Tengku Nuraiti Tengku Izhar. “Evaluation of Stability and Maturity of 
Compost Quality During Composting of Rice Straw Ash with Food Waste.” Journal of Advanced Research in Applied 
Mechanics 54 (2019): 9-17. 

 


